THE  PRESENT  DAY
France is not fit to live in a world in which racial purity
is essential. France indeed, who went to the length of
using black troops to guard the Rhine, as well as em-
ploying them for service in the field, is rapidly losing her
racial integrity by her continual absorption of alien
races. From the Congo to Alsace, he says, we may see
the gradual formation of a vast Negro-French Empire,
which will become increasingly impure as time goes on.
That, it is the duty of civilization to prevent.
In this way it will be possible to establish German
supremacy (or the Third Reich, as it quickly came to
be designated) over a regenerate universe.
We are tempted to laugh at this grotesque line of
argument, these rash assertions, these wild inventions.
Nevertheless, it is to them that Hitler owes his power.
And that, perhaps, is the gravest part of it all, for it is
nothing less than the mystery of that indefinable some-
thing which is fermenting in the German brain.
At the time Hitler came out of prison he was much
less known in France than the chief of the National
Conservatives, one of Germany's captains of industry,
Hugenberg. In 1919, Hugenberg, the leading figure in
the metallurgical world in Germany, had about a
hundred deputies in the Reichstag at his beck and call.
In 1932, his followers did not number more than fifty.
Between these two dates, the Hitlerian movement had
progressed at his expense. However, Hugenberg still
wielded a great deal of influence, thanks to the control
he exercised over the public press and to the Cinemato-
graph Society which Krupp had brought into being
during the war. Between Hugenberg, who financed and
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